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Please note that this performance contains simulated gunfire.
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Kiss Me, Kate Director’s Notes
Some of my fondest possessions are my parents’ old 78-RPM record 

albums, many of which were Broadway cast recordings of classic stage 
musicals that – along with live Sunday night segments on “The Ed Sullivan
Show” – were my introduction to this beloved art form. In fact, Kiss Me, Kate
was the first original cast recording ever produced on a long-playing record.
This backstage musical about the out-of-town tryout of a musical version of
Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew is, in my opinion, the best show of Cole
Porter’s distinguished career, and certainly his most tuneful. 

Kiss Me, Kate won the very first Tony Award for Best Musical back in 1949.
The classic 1953 movie version starred Howard Keel and Kathryn Grayson in
the leading roles with a cast that included Ann Miller and Bob Fosse; the
wickedly clever lyrics, however, didn’t make it past the movie censors without
several songs having to be cleaned up for a family audience. They are 
performed here for you today as originally written.

There are several things to note in this Performing Arts Series event. First, it
is a unique co-production by three of the brightest jewels in Appalachian State
University’s crown: the Office of Arts and Cultural Programs, the Department
of Theatre and Dance, and the Hayes School of Music. The beautifully 
renovated Schaefer Center for the Arts provides a perfect venue to showcase
the best of what each of these fine programs has to offer. 

As you might imagine, all the various academic concentrations in music,
theatre and dance are well represented in Kiss Me, Kate. What you may be 
surprised to learn is that 104 different students have worked to bring this 
production to the stage; they are pursuing 38 different academic majors 
within all colleges and schools that comprise the university. In addition to the
numerous dance, music and theatre majors, students in this production are
studying biology, broadcasting, communications, education, electronic media,
English, exercise science, health promotion, interior design, management,
nursing, psychology, Spanish, special education and sociology, among others.
This proves, yet again, that Appalachian students are talented, diverse and far
ranging in their interests and abilities. 

Finally, this production is part of the High Country Shakespeare 
Celebration, a regional initiative commemorating the 450th birthday of 
the immortal Bard of Avon, William Shakespeare. Sponsored by the High
Country Theatre League, it is just one of dozens of events that pay homage 
to the greatest playwright of the English language. For a complete listing 
of events, go to HighCountryShakespeare.org and join us in supporting 
our colleagues. 

~Keith Martin
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Thanks

This production of Kiss Me, Kate is dedicated 

to Chancellor and Mrs. Kenneth Peacock in

recognition of their unwavering support of the

performing arts at Appalachian State University.
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future generations of students in Appalachian’s

excellent Theatre and Dance programs.



An Appalachian Summer Festival @AppalachianArts @ArtsatAppalachian

An Appalachian 
Summer Festival
30th Anniversary Season
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and the Greensboro Symphony
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Hayes School of Music Faculty Showcase Concert
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28th Rosen Outdoor Sculpture Competition
Global Cinema Film Series

More information about the festival 
will be announced on 

appsummer.org

FOLLOW THE FESTIVAL!



PERFORMING ARTS SERIES MISSION STATEMENT

The Performing Arts Series supports the teaching mission of Appalachian State
University by presenting a diverse array of music, dance and theatre events designed
to enrich the cultural landscape of the campus and surrounding region. By creating
memorable performance experiences and related educational and outreach activities,
the series promotes the power and excitement of the live performance experience;
provides a “window on the world” through the artistry of nationally and internationally
renowned artists and showcases some of the finest artists of our nation and our region.

THANK YOU
to all of our sponsors!






